
Catching Falling Stars 
by Karen McCombie
Resource Sheet 1: OSIE grid

Choose an image to glue at the centre of the grid below. 
Then work in small groups to brainstorm words and phrases for each box.

Observation 
What can you see in the picture?

Imagination
What does this image make you think of?

Sensation
What can you hear/feel/smell around you?

Emotion 
What thoughts would be going through 

your mind?
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Resource Sheet 2: Newspaper report

Use this template to write a newspaper report about the bomb blast.

Headline goes here – it should be short and snappy and grab the reader’s attention

By-line Find a picture online of the London Blitz which can 
go alongside your report

Write a caption to go with your picture

Standfirst paragraph – one or two 
sentences that summarise what 
happened. It should answer the 
questions what? when? where? 
who? why? 
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Resource Sheet 2: Newspaper report continued

Continue the report – don’t forget to 
include at least one eye-witness account 
of what happened.

Re-orientation paragraph to finish 
the report – bring the reader back to 
the present by explaining the current 
situation. What are the victims planning 
to do? Are more attacks likely?
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Resource Sheet 3: Anderson Shelter

Cut out the template below and draw round it twice onto stiff card to create the ends 
of your Anderson shelter model.
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Resource Sheet 4: Life in Thorntree

Cut out the events from Glory and Rich’s first experiences of staying with 
Miss Saunders. Can you re-arrange them in the order they happened?

Glory stands on the nail 
scissors and hurts her 
foot. Miss Saunders has to 
bandage it up.

The other children hide 
snails in Glory’s desk as a 
joke.

Miss Saunders gives Rich 
a toy mouse, Mr Mousey, 
to comfort him because he 
has left Duckie at home.

Miss Saunders goes up 
to the school to confront 
Miss Montague about 
her treatment of Rich and 
tells her to be kinder to 
him.

The children eat 
homemade blackcurrant 
crumble for tea, and Rich 
has second helpings.

Rich is allowed to feed the 
chickens.

Archie, Harry, Lawrence 
and Jess hide behind a 
wall and scare Rich and 
Glory on their way home 
from church.

The German plane crashes 
into the field. Rich and 
Glory narrowly escape 
being badly hurt again.

Glory helps Miss Saunders 
to put her mother’s things 
into the attic, and she 
finds the photograph of 
Miss Saunders’s former 
sweetheart.

Rich learns Miss Saunders 
is going to be his teacher.

Miss Saunders agrees to 
call Glory by her preferred 
name, if she will call her 
‘Auntie Sylvia’.

Rich wets the bed because 
he is frightened to go out 
to the ‘privy’ in the dark.
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Resource Sheet 5: A letter home

Rose Cottage

Thorntree

Essex

15 October 1940

Dear Mum, Dad, Buttons and Betsey,

Love from Glory and Rich xxxx


